Guide for Lectors

A lector (i.e. lay reader) is one who publicly reads scripture and leads assigned prayers
in worship. This is a great responsibility, for although it is your voice being used, it is
God’s word being spoken through you.

All sermons at our church are based on the Biblical texts of the day, so in some sense the
lector’s readings are the first part of the sermon. Not everyone who goes to church reads
the Bible regularly, so what they hear on Sunday may be the only Bible they will hear for
the week. For these reasons, it is critical that lectors read in a manner that conveys the
words of scripture audibly and accurately.

Preparation Prior to Sunday Morning

The lector should study and practice before reading at the service. Follow these tips to
prepare effectively.

VERIFY

« Receive the Reading. You will receive your passage(s) via email from the
church office a few days before your assigned Sunday. You may also look up the
Sunday readings ahead of time at lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu.

« Verify the Options. On some Sundays, multiple options are offered for certain
readings. If you are unsure which option to use, call the church office to verify if
needed. (This will usually be made clear in the email you receive, but feel free to
call or email if there is any question.)

e Include the Brackets. Some passages have bracketed sections. Unless
specifically instructed to the contrary, do not omit bracketed sections. Again, call
the church office if you need to verify.

UNDERSTAND

« Understand the Context. Study your passage in a New Revised Standard
Version (NRSV) Bible. One with study helps, such as The New Oxford Annotated
Bible or the Westminster Study Bible, is helpful.

« Read the introduction to the book of your passage.
« Read the passages before and after your assigned passage.
« Read the footnotes and comments at the bottom of the page.

+ Understand the Genre. We do not read novels the same way we read
newspapers. Similarly, you should not read Genesis the same way you read Paul’s
Letter to the Romans. Ask yourself, “What genre is this, and how should I read
it?”

« Narrative (Genesis, Exodus)

« Poetry (Psalms, Song of Solomon)
« Wisdom sayings (Proverbs)

« Prophecy (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos)
« Letters (Romans, Hebrews)


https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu

e Understand the People Involved. When was your passage written, why, to
whom, by whom? Who are the people involved, and what is their stake in what is
being said? Are the speakers angry, hopeful, mournful, instructive?

PRACTICE

«  Pronunciation. Except for familiar names (such as Abraham, Jacob, etc.),
personal names and place names will have phonetic markings given for you in the
copy you receive by email and in the printed copy on the lectern. These are based
on the standard English pronunciations as given in the Authorized Version (a.k.a.
“King James” version) of the Bible published by Cambridge University Press.
Please refer to the pronunciation guide at the end of this booklet for the
pronunciation symbols that will be used in the texts each week. Please verify the
pronunciation of words that you may not be familiar with. Some words’
pronunciations may differ depending on the context.

e Practice Aloud. Read the passage aloud to yourself to hear what God is saying.
Remember, the way you listen to and interpret the words you are saying directly
affects how the person in the pew will understand it.

COMMONLY MISPRONOUNCED BIBLICAL WORDS
Carmel (car’-mol) - two syllables, not three like the candy.

Deuteronomy - the “n” comes first, then the “m.” Not “Deuteromony.”

Equity (é’-kwi-ti) - Not “equality.” The words have similar but not identical
meanings.

Immoral/immorality vs. immortal/immortality - the presence or
absence of that “t” makes a huge difference! “Immoral/immorality” refer to
a state of sinfulness. “Immortal/immortality” refer to living forever. Please
read and speak carefully: words mean things!

Inequity (in-é’-kwi-ti) - Opposite of “equity.”

Iniquity (in-i’-kwi-ti) - Sin, wickedness. Note: not “antiquity.”
Marrow (mar’-row) - rhymes with “arrow,” not with “sorrow.”
Philippians (Phi-lip’-i-ans) - not “Philippines” or “Filipinos.”
Prophecy - with a “c,” the last syllable sounds like “see.” Noun.
Prophesy - with an “s,” the last syllable sounds like “sigh.” Verb.
Revelation (as in the book of the Bible) - Singular. No “s.”
Sinai - Two syllables. Like “sigh nigh.” Not like “cyanide.”

This list is a work in progress. If you have any words you’d like added to the
list, please let me know!



At the Lectern

- Don’t Fumble with Paper. The readings you have been sent are also printed in a
large font, trimmed, and placed on the Lectern. The same pronunciation marks that
were on the copy you were emailed will be on the hard copy on the lectern.

« Introduce Clearly and Succinctly. The flow of the liturgy is important. Please
introduce the reading in the manner shown at the end of this document. (The standard
introduction will also be printed for you at the top of the page.) It isn’t necessary to
read chapter and verse numbers, page numbers, etc., aloud: these are printed in the
bulletin if worshipers wish to follow along.

. Be warm, welcoming, and emotionally engaged in your manner of
speaking! Whether welcoming our online guests, leading the call to worship, reading
scripture, or praying, you are leading in worship. Worship is an audience with the King
of Heaven. It’s an important occasion: make sure to convey a tone of warmth,
cordiality, and life!

Tips for Good Delivery:

«  Adjust the microphone before reading. It should be pointed directly at your
mouth.

«  Please don’t tap the mic or blow into it. We’ll make sure it’s on before the service
starts.

«  Don’t pop your “p’s” or hiss your “s’s.”

«  Don’t worry about looking at the congregation. It is more important to engage
them with your well articulated words than with your eyes. If you know the
reading well enough to make eye contact, great: if not, don’t worry about it.

»  Project your voice and vary your pitch naturally between high and low.

«  Convey the emotion appropriate to the genre. Read it like it means something;: it
does!

«  Don’t rush through the reading. If you feel you're going a little too slowly, you're
probably just right.

«  Remember the rules of punctuation. Commas require the briefest pause;
semicolons a longer pause; periods a full stop.

«  Think of the people in the back pew who don’t hear well. We do have mics, but
you still have to speak up.

»  Pause at the end before leaving the pulpit. Don’t rush off.



Standard Introductions to Readings
Note: the Standard Introduction will be printed at the top of your reading(s).
This list is mostly for reference.

BOOK

1 Corinthians
1John

STANDARD INTRODUCTION

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians
A reading from the first letter of John

1 Kings A reading from the first book of Kings
1 Peter A reading from the first letter of Peter
1 Samuel A reading from the first book of Samuel

1 Thessalonians

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians

1 Timothy A reading from Paul’s first letter to Timothy

2 Corinthians A reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians
2 Kings A reading from the second book of Kings

2 Peter A reading from the second letter of Peter

2 Samuel A reading from the second book of Samuel

2 Thessalonians

A reading from Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians

2 Timothy A reading from Paul’s second letter to Timothy
Acts A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Amos A reading from the book of the prophet Amos
Colossians A reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians
Daniel A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel
Deuteronomy A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Ecclesiastes A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes
Ephesians A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
Esther A reading from the book of Esther
Exodus A reading from the book of Exodus
Ezekiel A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel
Galatians A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians
Genesis A reading from the book of Genesis
Habakkuk A reading from the book of the prophet Habakkuk
Haggai A reading from the book of the prophet Haggai
Hebrews A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
(Author unknown: do not attribute to Paul.)
Hosea A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea
Isaiah A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah
James A reading from the letter of James
Jeremiah A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah
Job A reading from the book of Job
Joel A reading from the book of the prophet Joel
Jonah A reading from the book of the prophet Jonah
Joshua A reading from the book of Joshua
Judges A reading from the book of Judges
Lamentations A reading from Lamentations



Leviticus
Malachi
Micah
Nehemiah
Numbers
Philemon
Philippians
Proverbs
Psalms

Revelation

Romans
Ruth

Song of Solomon

Titus
Zechariah
Zephaniah

A reading from the book of Leviticus
A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi
A reading from the book of the prophet Micah
A reading from the book of Nehemiah
A reading from the book of Numbers
A reading from Paul’s letter to Philemon
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians
A reading from the book of Proverbs
A reading from the Psalms

(If you are asked to read from a particular Psalm,

note that it is a Psalm, not a “Psalms,” i.e., “Psalm 23”
or “The 23rd Psalm,” never “Psalms 23.”)

A reading from the Revelation of John
(Do not pluralize. It is Revelation, not “Revelations.”)

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

A reading from the book of Ruth

A reading from the Song of Solomon

A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus

A reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah

The following books do not appear in the Sunday or Holy Day readings

BOOK

1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
2 John

3 John

Ezra

Jude
Nahum
Obadiah

in the Revised Common Lectionary:

STANDARD INTRODUCTION

A reading from the first book of Chronicles

A reading from the second book of Chronicles

A reading from the second letter of John

A reading from the third letter of John

A reading from the book of Ezra

A reading from the letter of Jude

A reading from the book of the prophet Nahum
A reading from the book of the prophet Obadiah



Bible Names Pronunciation Guide

Words which are marked for pronunciation are divided into syllables
by short hyphens (-) or center dots (-). The syllable to be stressed will
be marked with an accent mark (’). In compound names, two accent

marks are often used.

a as in father

a as in hat

a as in tame

a asin fare

a as in caught

€ as in met

€ as in mete

e = the “a" in tame
1as in fine

Tasin him

i as in machine

i as in peculiar

0 as in home

0 as in hot

O as in nor

o asinson

u as in tune (“yoo" vowel)
U as in rude (“00” vowel)
u as in bus

0 as in turn

y asin lyre

y as in typical

aa as in am

aa asin fare

& as in Mediseval

ae as in Mediaeval
ai as in aisle

ai as in hail

ao the “o0" in home
au as in maul

ee as in heed

e the “i” in fine

eu as in neuter
ew as in lewd

oi asin oil

Cc asin celestial
ch as in character
Cras in delicious
g as in giant

S asin his

SI as in adhesion
Th as in Thomas

tias in attraction



