
WELCOME TO
WORSHIP





THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The service moves from hearing to doing, from proclamation 
to thanksgiving, from Word to Table.


GATHERING 
We gather in response to God’s call, offering praise in words 
of scripture, song, and prayer. We acknowledge our sin and 
receive the assurance of God’s forgiveness.


WORD 
Scriptures are read and their message is proclaimed. The 
Psalm of the Day is often sung instead of read, because the 
Psalms were meant to be sung. We respond to the 
proclaimed Word through confessing our faith and by praying 
for the church and the world.


EUCHARIST 
The offerings bread and wine are brought forward, followed 
by our other offerings. We are invited to the table of the Lord. 
Prayer is offered in which God is praised for creation and 
providence, Christ’s work of redemption is remembered with 
thanksgiving, and the Holy Spirit is invoked upon and in the 
church. The bread is broken, and the bread and wine are 
served to the people.


SENDING 
We are sent forth with God’s blessing to serve. 



THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
The Elements of Worship


The first day of the week has special significance, since it was 
on “the first day of the week” that Jesus’ followers discovered 
the empty tomb and met the risen Lord.

The New Testament community called the day of the week on 
which Christ rose “the Lord’s day” (Acts 20:7; Rev. 1:10).


In the story of creation, this day marked the beginning of 
creation. On the first day, God spoke light into being, 
separating light from darkness.

In Christ’s resurrection, Christians saw the beginning of the 
“new creation” and came to regard the day of resurrection as 
“the eighth day of creation.” The Lord’s Day is a sign of God’s 
kingdom and of hope.

On the Lord’s Day, we celebrate the age to come, revealed in 
the risen Christ, by remembering the words and deeds of 
Jesus and celebrating the presence of the risen Christ among 
us in the Word proclaimed and in the bread and cup of the 
Eucharist.


GATHERING 
Worship begins with God. In the name of Christ we answer 
God’s call and assemble as the community of faith.

As we gather, all are encouraged to pray silently or engage in 
quiet meditation. The opening voluntary (music offered  to 
open worship) helps  us focus our attention on God and 
God’s kingdom. 

OPENING SENTENCES 
Words from scripture are spoken or sung to proclaim who 
God is and what God has done. We are reminded that our 
worship centers in God and not in ourselves.
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GATHERING HYMN 
We sing praise to God in a hymn or psalm which tells of 
God’s greatness, majesty, love, and goodness.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
An opening prayer is said which often sums up the themes of 
the Scriptures to be read and proclaimed during the service. 
The people respond with “Amen” to this and all other prayers 
offered by the minister or other worship leaders. In the 
corporate response “Amen” (Hebrew, meaning “so be it”) we 
affirm our participation in the prayer and embrace it as our 
own.

CONFESSION AND PARDON 
We are called to confess the reality of sin in personal and 
common life. Claiming the promises of God sealed in our 
baptism, we humbly confess our sin.

Music may follow the prayer, such as the singing of the 
ancient Kyrie eleison (“Lord, have mercy”).

Then, the assurance of God’s forgiving grace is declared in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Because our assurance of 
forgiveness is based on the promises of God sealed in our 
baptism, the pastor pronounces the assurance of pardon 
from the baptismal font. We stand to hear these words of 
forgiveness as a defendant stands in a court of law. Because 
of the finished work of Christ, the verdict for the believer is 
always “Not guilty!”

ACT OF PRAISE 
With gladness, we praise God in song, for the gift of God’s 
grace brings joy. The response is often either the Greater 
Doxology, also called the the “Glory to God” (Gloria in 
excelsis), or the Lesser Doxology, also known as the “Glory to 
the Father” (Gloria Patri).
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WORD 
 
Worship now moves to the reading, proclaiming, and hearing 
of God’s Word.


PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
We seek the illumination of the Holy Spirit and call upon God 
to make us receptive to the life-giving Word, Jesus Christ, 
who comes to us through the scripture.

FIRST READING (Usually from the Hebrew Bible, a.k.a. the 
Old Testament) 
The scripture readings are usually from the Revised Common 
Lectionary. A lectionary is a systematic way to read through 
major portions of scripture over a period of time. The Revised 
Common Lectionary is a three-year set of readings.

PSALM OF THE DAY 
The Psalm usually relates thematically to the First Reading. 
Since the Psalter was the original “hymnal” of God’s people 
and intended to be sung, we usually sing the Psalm of the 
Day, but sometimes we read it responsively or in unison. 
SECOND READING (Usually from one of the Epistles) 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (Children’s Message) 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN 
A hymn called the Sequence Hymn precedes the 
proclamation of the Gospel.

GOSPEL READING 
Since the Gospel reminds us that Jesus Christ, the Word of 
God Incarnate, came and dwelt among us, we remain 
standing, following the Sequence Hymn, for the Gospel 
reading.
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SERMON 
The God who speaks in scripture speaks to us now. The God 
who acted in biblical history acts today. Through the Holy 
Spirit, Christ is present in the sermon, offering grace and 
calling for obedience. The Second Helvetic Confession (a part 
of our Book of Confessions) says, “The preaching of the Word 
of God is the Word of God.”


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We respond to the proclamation of the Word by affirming the 
faith.


We affirm the faith by saying a creed of the church. The 
Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed express the faith 
tradition of the whole church, the faith in which we were 
baptized. 

The Nicene Creed is traditionally said when the Eucharist is 
celebrated.


PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
In response to the Word, prayers are offered, acknowledging 
God’s presence in the world and in daily life. Across the ages 
the church in its worship has prayed for the church universal, 
the world, all in authority, and those in distress or need. The 
prayers of the people, like the Eucharist, are a response to the 
Word. As the Eucharist is offered for the life of the world, so 
too we offer our prayers for the life of the world. For these 
reasons and many others, the pastor leads prayer from the 
Communion Table.
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EUCHARIST 
OFFERING 
In worship, God presents us with the costly self-offering of 
Jesus Christ. We are claimed by Christ and set free.

From early centuries in Christian history, the offering has been 
the occasion for presenting the bread and wine to be used in 
the Lord’s Supper. The Eucharist always properly begins with 
the Offertory. In the Offertory, we also offer, in response to 
God’s love shown to us in Christ, our lives, our gifts, our 
abilities, and our material goods, for God’s service.

When the service does not include the Eucharist, the offering 
is followed by a prayer of thanksgiving, ending with the Lord’s 
Prayer, thus preserving the same basic order of worship every 
Lord’s Day.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
We do not believe the Table is ours, nor does it belong to our 
denomination or any particular denomination or group: it is 
the Table of the Lord. We practice open Communion: our Lord 
invites those who trust in him to share the feast he has 
prepared.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The pastor then leads the people in the Eucharistic Prayer or 
the “Great Thanksgiving.”  Thanksgiving is so important to 
this sacrament that it has been given the name of Eucharist 
(from the New Testament Greek word eucharistia, meaning 
thanksgiving).

We praise God for all God’s mighty acts in the past, present, 
and future. God is praised for: 
 

	 creating all things,  
	 the providence of God, 
	 establishing the covenant, 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	 giving the law, 
	 the witness of the prophets, 
	 God’s boundless love and mercy,

	 the ultimate gift of Christ, and 
	 the immediate occasion or festival.

Then we join in one voice in adoration of the triune God: 
“Holy, holy, holy Lord” (the Sanctus), the song of the heavenly 
host, eternally being sung before God’s majesty (Isa. 6:1–5).

Christ’s work of redemption is recalled with thanks:

	 his birth, life, and ministry,  
	 his death and resurrection, 
	 the promise of his coming again, and

	 the institution of the Sacrament.

 

Them we join in singing or saying a Memorial Acclamation, in 
which we acclaim Christ who died, is risen, and will come 
again.

The Holy Spirit is then called upon

 

	 to draw us into the presence of Christ, 
	 to cause sharing of the bread cup to be

	 a true communion in the body and blood of Christ,

	 that the people may be nourished with Christ’s body, 
	 made one with the risen Christ,

	 united with all the faithful in heaven and earth, 
	 kept faithful as Christ’s body,

	 representing Christ in ministry in the world,

	 in anticipation of the fulfillment of the kingdom Christ 	 	
	 	 	 proclaimed.

The prayer concludes with praise to the triune God, followed 
by the “Great Amen” which all sing or say together.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Following the Great Amen of the Eucharistic Prayer, we all 
pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD (or THE FRACTION) 
The pastor takes the bread and breaks it. We are reminded in 
this action that Christ’s body was given and his blood was 
shed for us all. This action is followed by a “Fraction Anthem” 
sung or said by all, such as the Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God”).

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
The bread and wine from the table are served to the people. 
Sometimes we pass the elements from person to person, and 
other times worshipers come forward to receive Communion.

After all have partaken, we offer a unison prayer, thanking 
God for the gift of Christ in the Sacrament, and asking for 
God’s grace and strength to be faithful disciples.


SENDING 
SENDING HYMN 
 

We sing a hymn, usually focusing on our call to go out into 
the world as followers of Christ.

BENEDICTION (BLESSING) AND CHARGE 
Words of blessing are pronounced. Assured of God’s peace 
and blessing, we are confident that God goes with us to our 
tasks.

A dismissal or “charge” concludes the service. It is a charge 
for us to go into the world in the name of Christ. The charge 
renews God’s call to us to engage in obedient and grateful 
ministry as God’s agents to heal life’s brokenness. By the 
power of the Spirit, we are to be in life and ministry what 
Christ has redeemed us to be.

Instrumental music follows the blessing and charge: we 
depart through a curtain of music just as we entered into the 
place, time, and spirit of worship through a curtain of music.
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OUTLINE OF THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
GATHERING 

Voluntary 
Sentences of Scripture  

Gathering Hymn 
Prayer of the Day 
Confession and Pardon 
Act of Praise (such as the Gloria Patri) 

WORD 
Prayer for Illumination 
First Reading 
Psalm 
Second Reading 
Time With Young Disciples 
Sequence Hymn 
Gospel Reading 
Sermon 
Prayer of Intercession 

EUCHARIST 
Offering        
Invitation to the Lord’s Table  
Eucharistic Prayer                                                                                    
Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                   
Breaking of the Bread 
Communion of the People 
Prayer After Communion


SENDING 
Sending Hymn 
Blessing and Charge 
Closing Voluntary 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